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A formalised “Shared Care Agreement” (SCA) involves collaboration between GPs, specialists and the patient or patient’s representative. GP practices are not contractually requirement to undertake Shared Care Agreements. When working with Private providers and within the NHS, Shared Care may only be undertaken when all parties are happy with the provisions of the agreement.
Where needed with a signed agreement, CMMC offers SCAs with NHS providers. 
Within the context of Private Providers, CMMC may agree to a SCA, under the premise that the following points are met:
· NHS England and / or the ICB has published relevant guidance on the responsibility for prescribing between the GP and the specialist. 
· A GP must feel clinically confident and competent in managing the patient's condition to participate in a shared care agreement.
· Shared care arrangements are voluntary, not compulsory. CMMC reserves the right to decline shared care agreement requests based on clinical and capacity grounds. 
In order for a Shared Care Agreement to be undertaken at CMMC, the following criteria will be met:
1. The Shared Care Agreement should be a written policy, which reflects the standards of an NHS shared care agreement for the same treatment or condition.
2. It will explicitly state the roles and responsibilities of all parties including the specialist, the GP and the patient or patient’s representative. All parties must formally agree to adhere to the conditions of the agreement. This includes the patient remaining under the care of the private specialist for reviews (with the costs entailed) until either they no longer require the medication or treatment covered by the shared care agreement or their care is met by NHS services.
4. If one or more parties does not adhere to the conditions of the Shared Care Agreement, it becomes invalid, and CMMC may cease to issue prescriptions.


CMMC – Cleobury Mortimer Medical Centre
SCA – Shared care Agreement
NHSE - National Health Service of England
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